2 THRE HOUSE OF DEFENCE.
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misston throneh 4 raltaay aceident. At intervals the voice of her
husbamd said *““Fheodosis!™ like a clock striking, but the ticking
went en o spite of ar,

“And of that isn’t the cunningest vew hedee | ever saw!” she
sarl, “with dears ent in it, just as i 1t were a wall; soothay you can
sce the river through it, © Leérd Thur-o, can yon see the river
throueh 1t frim where youre sitting®  Silas, change places with
Lotil Thurse, beeause 1 avant Bim to see the river through i, Myl
look at that bug! What do you ¢all them? Ol ves, butterflv—
what o Dennry ! Why, i it isa’t going toosettle nelhit here on the
arm of my chair!  len't it tame® Il bugs in America aren’t half
&~ tarie as that,  Are they; Silas?"

Lily fini=hed Her ten with extras wdinary celerity and got up. It
was slie wha bad asked Thepdosia here, anid she did not for a mo=
ractit repent having done so. but she Legan to foresee that it would
be necessary o provide Theodosia with relays of companions, who
shiontldd take her for little walks and {ittle exenrsions in the pout and
drives in the motor, if she wanted to save her Saturday till Monday
from shipwreek.  She thanked Fleaven that Mand was coming, who
wias dlwavs so sorene in dealing with impossilble people, ani lis-
tened 1o their impossilile conversation i a manner that was «quite
marvelons,  Clearly, also, it was by 7 direct dealing of Providence
that Alice Yardly was of this party, fir Alice asked for nothing
more than to be allowed to talk. She was periectly happy sitting
opposite somebody whao talkied simultaneously, so long as she was
not interrupted by violent things like direet questions.  Theodosia
never dasked themu  She asked questions by the score; but never
required any answer.  Alice and she talbing to each other would be
a muost happy pair.

S0 she took Theadosia now to the river, and punted her alwout,
“punted her around” was Thedosia™s celisequent phrase for it, and
when they returned it was to find that viervhody who was expected
had arrived and had gone to their roome to dress. The evening
wax divinely warm, and dinner was 1o take place out of doors
in gpe of the pavilions. Lady Thusso was a quick drescer, and
thisamh everybody else was already dressing, she found that she had
ten Mnutes to spare after she had <hiown Theadosia to her room,
Su. ipstead of going at once to dre-c che went to Maud's room.
Wiind was betwixt and between, with o river of hair lowing goldenly
lown her back, and much excursive geniality,

“Dearest Lily,” she said, “but it was too awful of me, and I
sope you didn’t wait. T wae late for lunch, and late starting after-
ward, and as there were other people gring to Taplow, T motored
down with them, Tsn't the conntry looking tho divine? Did Tharso
come with you? Do stap and talk to mc for five minutes. 1 know
vou dress like lightning. How many maids surromnd vou? Three,
is it? O, what fun all last week hac leen! You really do give
vour relations a good time. And igs an old-established custom for
you ta smoke a cigarctte while you wait till it’s time for you to
dress Do smoke ™

Lady Thur=o lit a cigarerte. and. carching Mand’s eve, nodded
in the direction of her maiil. and spoke in French.

“Senid her away for a fow minutes" she said.

Maud gave a litile giggle of laughter,

“What a bad language 1o choose,” <he said, “beeruse Hortense
ie French  Aren’t vou, Hortense? Will vou go away, please, and
conte back when lier ladyship leaves me?”"

Then Maud turned to her sister-in-law.

“"Now. dear Lilv, what is 117" she askedl

"Well, first. o he very kind, Maud, and take Theodosia away on
all possibile occasioms, so that she gets on Thurse's nerves as little
as may be."

Maud brought a long brail of hair around her shonlder,

“Then T know what you rally want to talk about.” she said
“Thendosia firsy, aml afterwanl =

“Exacitlyv. Thursi's nervis Ile was fearfully jumpy coming
down, and T stre Be isn’t wo il she said. “Ilas he heen having
bad headaches np in Scotland ¢

“Nes=, day after day," sanl Vil

She pansed a moments wadcring whether she had hetter say

whar swas on the tip of her ongne,. Then she sotted o s
after all it wiis her Lrotheér’s woie 2o whom she was talking.

“Fle hadl to gor thropgh bie Jav's work, ton” <he said, “and 1
think he wok landanum rather foocly,  wasansious aboat that, too,
I Alink he oughtoto gét 4 dietia’s advice abont 11"

“Aln bt his hewdaghes bisve ceased.” saul Lty with sudden

rolicln “He tolil me he had ne: had one sinee he came o town,”

“Pae very glad,” rejoiged Al “becanse—well it can't be a good
e tooget in the balit of saking thar otnff, only while he was
up there he had o get relie! <omehow.  Dut, of conrse, if he has
had nocretartl of them, one necdn't be anxious any more,”

Laly lookerd at her, and thon spoke anicthy,

“Nuu are not telling me quite all,” she said: *1 think vorr hiad
bettor” :

Matd had no anclination to do otherwise: even if Lilv had not
guessed this, she wonlid protably have told her,

“Ouiite trne’” she sawl, “and i s this: He has begnn to take
it for its own =ake. (Coming wpoin the train, for instance. he thought
T was asleep, aml 1T saw him ves, 1 spitd on him, i vou like—
T saw bin go to hic bag. take ot the bottle and take a dose e
had ne heagdache: he was nover botter, He wanted the effects of
it It wasa big dose, too—donble the ardinary one, T $hanll say.”

Lady Thurso sawd: “Thint vou, Mawl™ and was silent agiin.
FWHAT o vonr addvise 7 she askod at Tength,

“Lret b 1o see a doctor ™

"He won's. We must think it over, OF conrse, it is desirahle
thiat | shumld appéar ta find am what vean bave told me for myself—
find our. that is to save thay he i aking dhis sinff. "

UNom may say T told vou, 0f thae will doany gopd.”” &aid Mand.

Lady Thurso went diswn the passage ta her room. Outside
Thursa's  dressing-room was samling his valer, and a4 swildea
thongln ocenrred to her,

“I= hic lordship dressed, do vou know > she asked.

“No, my lady; his lordship told me he would call e when
he began,” said the man.

She went to the door, tapped and entered.
L “Flynn told me you weren't dressing yet,” she said, "and [

The Sunday Times-Dispatchs

wanted to @ik 0 you a moment. P afraid vou must take in
Alice Yardly and have Theodvsi next you. Bur we'll ehanpge aliont
t-morrow,”

Thorse was lying on his sofn, doing aothing, with no book
and paper near him, Mo haed not Dees sleeping, apparently, {ur his
eyes were wido and bright,  He Inughed as <hie spoke.

Wiy should we change abot to-morrow ** he said. "1 delight
in Theodosu, 1 delight in evervthing to-mght, = it dressing time?
Pt Tev's bave dinner il hali-past eight, It 15 absurd dining at
vight in the summer, aml the hours before dinner are so delieimns,
I don’t feel as if 1 could dress yet.”

Lity bad walked to the window and was olserving fim clusely,
He stretched himself lusuriously as he spoke, and she saw he had
a cigarette i each hamd, both of which wére burning.

“ls that a new plan.” she said—"smoking two cigarettes at ance >

“Yes. so far as 1 am concerned, byt not ariginal.  Don™t you
remember the Pirate King in ‘Peter Pan® smokes two, or was it three,
cigars together? The meral is that you can't have too much of a
good thing. ©One should take one's pleasures thick, not thin, [
am enjoving myself, It was an excellent plag to come down here.
How wonderful the light is!  How good everything smells '™

He turned a little on his sofz, so that ke faced her as she stood
by the window, with the light shining on 1o Her delicate profiie,

“And, my God, how beautiful you are. Lily '™ he said.

She left the window and came and stood close t6 him.  She
felt certain as to what he hal beon doing : <hé hud been with Wim
before when laudanum gave hint relief from ome of lis heasdaches.

“Thurse; have yon had any headache to-day ™ she askeid.

“Headache ™ Na! Pve forgotten what headuches are like™

"Then why have vou beon taking laudtum, opiun, whatever
it is*" she asked.

“I—haven't,” he s, stipnliling for a moment on the word,

She went guickly across to the washing-stand, tonk up & glass
that stoodd there. and smeellidd it

*Where is the use of saving that® she asked,

He got np quickly, ashamed of having Fed 1o hers and ashamed
of his stupidity in not heing more careful.  But his shame was
infinitesimal. compared 10 his anger with her.  She bad come in and
smashed up all his happiness . instead of thar wonderful sensc of
well-heing, of ntter physical and mental contentment, he felt only
furiously enraged agamnst her. e had taken bis lawdanam. and
what right had she to hreak in awpon the divine effects of it, robibing
him of what he had Bought and paid for?

“And where is the use of vour interfering like thi=*" he sl
“You have spoiled it all now, Ir would serve you right if [ 1ok
another doce now, and did not come down to dinner. You know
nothing about it at all. 1 was a martyr to those headiuchies np in
Seotland, and 1 legan—yes, | hegan—to get into the habit of it.
But I am Breaking myveeli of it.  Till to-night | hadn’t taken any
for twa days, and [ was not going to take any more for three ilays,
and after that for fjour. You seem to think . . . T don’t know
what vou think.”

She feit more tenderly toward him at this mament than <he had
felt, perhaps, for years.  His weakness—his voluble: incoherent
weakness, ac of a child making excuses—touched her.

“Oh. Thurso, vou don't know what a dangerons thing ¥ou are
doing!” she said  “Do be a man, and don't think ahout three days
and four days, but stop it now, at once! The longer it goes an,
the more difficult you will find it.  Give me the hodtle, ar whatever
it is, like a goad fellow, and let me throw it away.  Youn will be plad
you have done s0 every day of vour life” '

The efiect of the drug was still on him,_enhancing the beanty
of the light and of the country smells: enhancing, 1o, her heauts, as
she pleaded with him. His anger died down, and as for his <hame,
her appesl comehow mitigated that, The habiy be had begun to
form was not vet deeple rooted ; his will wae not vet overcome, and
all ushest self talil hira that <he was right. heyond any need or [rrs-
sibility of argmment.  He uilocked his dispateh box and took ont
a binttle. half empty.

“Yes, vou are right.” he sanl; “here it 1. Don't despise me if
vop can help it Lite!”

“Thank vou; Thurse,” she sand; “thank von mest awfully. Yaon
will bie s plad”

She went to the window and poured the brown fitid onr asong
the leaves of the creeper.  Thensthe Aung the bortle into the <hribe
Ll_'!'f-‘.

“T ought to thank you” he «id, “anl T 4o, Thank vou dexr ™

The evening wis extragrdinarily wirm and i

windless, and thioug
Mr. Silas Mareton sent for 2 black and white plaid, which he put
aronml his shoulders, for fear of chills. no one else felt the ne cresity
of extra wraps, and after dinner a bridee tible was started] for the
twoe Amerrcans, with Ruby and Jim Streattdn, while the others pres
ferred fur the present 1o wander about in the dusk. The Figlr <t}
lingered in the skyv. and the smonth surface of the Fiver kv WS
ward i poolsoanil reaches of reffected cunser. White maoths hov=
ered over the garden heds, emerging every now and then from the
dirkness into the hricht light east by the lamps in the shelier in
which they had dined, and the sdor= of night Hegan 1o stea) ahont.
Lily, when they rose from the table, found Count Villars by her
side. inclined for'a stroll, and leaving the others, they awvent down
throngh the door emt w the box hedge. 1o eatelt thie last of the
evening light on the tiver, Woman of the world that she was, and
shilled gt directing talk into channels in whicly she swiched it ta
flow. she sill folt a litle nervows with hime At dlinper he had
heen the pudished, engprective talker, but it had seomed to ler all
the time as if he was talking from the surface omiv, saving the quick,
ghb things that came so eastly to hime  And when 1']"-3- hadl sepa-
ruted thetnselves from the others, she foned her impression had been
correct,

“It was so goed of yon to ask me hero” he saul, “beecanse that
means that you adnit me again to friendship and intimacy with veou,
At least, T take it at that™ : £

He found and struck a matel to light his cigarette, holding it in
hollowed hands, so that the flame vividly illuniinated his face. He
had changed extraordinarily little: his dark eves still had the fire
of youth in them, and his face had neither grown stout nor atten-
uated. Fis hair was still untouched Ly grav, and a plume of it
hung as shie had always remembered it, a little apurt and over his



